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Joseph Haydn
1732-1809

Haydn

Mack Wilberg, arr.

Aaron Copland, arr.
1900-20

Johann Sebastian Bach
1685-1750

Bach

Clifford Davis

R. Michael Daugherty

program

our 589t performance

The Heavens are telling
from The Creation
Judith Hildesley, Kenneth Horner and
Clifford Davis, soloists

An Admonition
original words by Athenaeus

Death shall not destroy my comfort
original from The Olive Leaf, 1878

Long Time Ago
transcribed for chorus by Irving Fine

Lobet den Herrn, alle Heiden, BWV 230
Psaim 117, 1-2

Prelude and Fugue in E-flat, BWV 552

Prayer of St. Francis
words by an unknown author

Remembering Clocks
poem by Rob Smith



Ching-chu Hu O Felon Heart
poem by Ann Townsend

Michael Fauss Wanderers
poem by Bonnie Pike

Orlando Gibbons The Silver Swan
1583-1625

Thomas Morley Sing we and chant it
1557/8-1602

The Denison Singers

More than a half century ago an ad hoc group of students met in a
basement music classroom duting September 1961 in what was then the Life
Science Building with the goal of organizing a new choral ensembite that would
complement the activities of the Chapel and Concert Choirs. The result: The
Denison Madrigal Singers, a group initially devoted 1o the presentation of those
secular partsongs from Renaissance Italy and England in particular, However,
the group’s interests widened almost immediately, leading to a name change
and a first tour during the spring vacation of 1943, While The Singers appeared
regularly on campus, the group toured regularly, first during spring breaks and
then during the January and May terms, eventually appearing in twenty-four
states and the Distiict of Columbia, as well as on a dozen foreign tours that took
us across much of Europe, from The Netherlands to Greece, Portugal to Russia, as
well as to Venezuela.

The ensembie was formally disbanded when | retired in 2003. However,
the group lives on through periodic reunions. This will be the 12t such gathering
here in Granville, a series that had a modest beginning in 1979. However, we
also have gathered three times in Winston-Salem, NC, where | now live, under
the aegis of Arts at Augsburg [Lutheran Church] festivals. Our principal host for
these ventures was Don Armitage, now Cantor Emeritus of Augsburg. Don and
his lovely wife Mary established a warm relationship with those who gathered in
North Carolina, leading to their election by acclamation as honorary Singers, as
well as their presence and participation in this weekend's events.

Since during its formal forty-two history the group normally totaied only
sixteen, only 260 people can call themselves Denison Singers. Unfortunately, we
have lost track of a handful and sixteen have died, most recently Linda Zahrt
Jorgensen 72, who succumbed to breast cancer only last month. So, about 20%
of the remaining 240 have gathered this weekend for our 589t performance,
coming from twenty-one states, the Disirict of Columbia, England, Jordan and
Braazil.



Qur thanks to those of you who have joined us this afternoon for the
cuimination of several days of six intensive rehearsals and equally intense
socializing, for us @ memorable celebration of cur communal legacy. For me The
Singers became a remarkable group of human beings, notable not only for their
accomplishments on campus (e. g., a small host of presidential medals, including
four in one year}, but for their achievements since then, 100 numerous to
mention. My pride in them is unbounded.

WO
the program

Chosen in large part by the participants, what you will hear represents a
microcosm of the history of the group, as well as four first performances and
what could reasonably be mastered in these few days.

QOur curtain-raiser, Haydn’'s best-known chorus from his popular oratorio
was sung at one of the Augsburg conceris in the company of the church's adult
choir with the same trio of soloists and Dr. Armitage furnishing “orchesiral”
support. The lively partisong that follows is one of a group of thirteen dating from
1796. Its tongue-in-cheek lyric warns us (in this English transiation) to beware of
"creepy, crawling things, under every stone,” since "there, where the darkness is,
cunning, trickery and ruse oft' are wont to hide.”

The first of a pair of folksong settings comes from a group of American folk
hymns, arranged by Mack Wiliberg, conductor of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir,
lts melody was drawn from The Olive Leaf, “A Collection of Beautiful Tunes, New
and Qld," published in Philadelphia in 1878; four hands at the piano substitute for
the original orchestration. Copland arranged two sets of Old American Songs,
originally for solo voice and piano, later beautifully transcribed for chorus by his
fiend and colieague, Irving Fine; this plaintive 1830s "Ballad" was part of the first
group, published in 1950.

Bach wrote six motets, extended works for chorus alone, some of them
among his most complex score for choral voices. This one, the most modest in
length, differs from its companions in that it calls explicitly for the support of the
organ; new research suggests that the others should involve doubling of the
vocdt lines by whatever instruments were available. The mighty E-flat organ
prelude and fugue surround a series of Lutheran chorale settings that Bach
grouped as his Clavieribung ill, or "Keyboard Practice, Part lIl,” probably dating
from 1739; the fugue is in three distinct sections and is often nicknamed the “St.
Anne” because the theme of iis first section coincidentally is identical to the
opening gesture of the familiar hymn tune of that name by William Croft.

The tradition of “commissioning” new works for these events bears luscious
fruit this year. For his seventh contribution of our repertory Cilif Davis, our
enormously creative autodidact, has chosen 1o set those lovely words beginning
with "“Lord, make me an instrument of peace,” now considered to have come
from an anonymous pen centuries after the saint flourished. R. Michael
Daugherty {we cail him “OQur Michael Daugherty” to distinguish him from a
contemporary of the same name on the University of Michigan facully) received



a doctorate in composition from Ohio State and taught at Coastal Community
College; his twelve earlier works for The Singers include extended cycles for our
tours of Romania and Spain. This work responds to a poem from a 2012
collection titled The Immigrant’s House by Rob Smith, a novelist and poet who
taught at Wright State before relocating to Michael’s nafive Huron, OH, where
he served for two years as that city’s poet laureate. Rob and his wife Nancy will
join us this afternoon. Dr. Ching-chu Hu, a nationally recognized composer and
Denison's unofficial composer-inresidence, joined the faculty in 2000. We are
honored that he offered to write a new opus for this event, doubly honored that
he chose to set a poem by colleague Ann Townsend chair of the English
departmeni. Ann, a nationally recognized poet, joined the Denison faculty in
1993 and will also be present this afternoon on the stage ¢s an atumna of The
Singers. Michael Fauss has established a considerable reputation in the world of
professional music theater both as creator and perforrmer. For his fourth
coniribution to our repertory he has chosen to set a poem by his iongtime and
frequent collaborator Bonnie Pike, the author as well of Gently, a work heard
severai reunions ago. Unfortunately, Bonnie has suffered an incapacitating
stroke which has left her bedidden, thus precluding the possibility of any future
joint work.

We began in 1941 as a group dedicated to the madrigal tradition, and
thus appropriately end today's concert with a pair of standards from the
Elzabethan era. Gibbons' anonymous lyric gives rise to the image of the swan
song; the Morley is technically a ballett, with its “fa la” refrains and dance-like
character.

a translation and three poems

Lobet den Hemrn

Lobet den Herm, alle Heiden, Praise the Lord, ali you nations,
und preiset ihn, alle Volker! and praise Him, all you people.
Denn seine Gnade und Wahrheit For his grace and fruth
waitet Ober uns in Ewigkeit. reign over us for evermore.
Allelvia. Alleluia.
Remembering Clocks
| am old enough to remember clocks
that ticked at night,
lying in bed,
sleepless.
Their beat was the interminable
drumming of a distant

enemy mocking my consciousness,
or the sometimes steady

drip, drip, drip

of a Chinese water torture



that drives mad and ends all hope of dreaming.
There is no ticking tonight,

just the faint green glow of the digital face.

My evyes,

s0 adjusted to the dark,

see shadows cast on the wall

by its glimmer.

Ticking was, at least a voice,

a companion in its time,

reminding me of the moments sliding helplessly away.
Tonight time flows silent

sleuthing away hours,

slowly without a cadence

that counis the tasks left undone.

By day, it flies.

Yet, from day to day, so little seems to change
and [ am back under the green glow.
Sometimes | think that time doesn't change anything
until | see myself in the mirror.

| will not fight this time.

Like the child's game,

it will come,

ready or not.

O Felon Heart

What is that music  he said,
attuned atways to the vibrations, to air interrupted.

Who is sick at heart  he said,
wanting me to say no one,

wanting one body  leaning on another into infinily.
What’s that wine you are drinking  he said,

adept at all my mouth wanted to gather.
Why not just say what happened i said,

quite aware my words were retrograde
and liking that debased formuia, all the power

the tired script of love sfill had to offer.
Something's blooming every minute | said.

You know that song, its name, ifs testament.
You know what rooms we travel through to hear it now.



Wanderers

We are all Wanderers,

Wandering, Wondering, Wistful, Wayward,
Wishing and dreaming and searching for answers,
Loving and learning,

Aching and yearning,

Fearful of pain,

Threatiened by joy,

Weary from want, humbled by love.

We all are Wanderers,

Wanderers wondering why we are here,
And blessing the reason,

'Though it is unclear.

participants

Janet Allison, '6%2, Charotte, NC
Dr. Corey Babb '04, Tulsa, OK
Valerie Siegei Bertoglio, Carmel, IN
Susan Rumer Billin '69, Moscow, ID
Chelsea Braden '94, Beachwood, OH
ohn B d:+77, Arington, VA
Joan $t. Sauveur Campbell '82, Humble, TX
Paut Cummings '73, Perrysburg, OH
Amy DeWall Dadmun '80, Fox Point, Wi
Dr. R. Michael Daugherty '71, Jacksonville, NC
Clifford Davis '72, Mount Vernon, OH
Susan Engle '72, Lindenhursi, IL
Barbara Wendnagel Ewing "é7, Pitisboro, NC
Philip Ewing '69, Pittsboro, NC
M. Michael Fauss '72, Atlanta, GA
Susan Clarke Finney '79, Versailles, KY
James Gentner '70, Washington, DC
Jon Gibson '95, Cincinnati, OH
Judith Pistor Hildesley 'é4, London, England
Dr. Teresa Hili-Hornsby '93, Fort Thomas, KY
Kenneth Horner '84, Chagrin Falls, OH
Dr. Michelle Kahlenberg '98, Ann Arbor, Ml
Richard Kauffman '86, Hainesport, NJ
Lauren Kronish Klayman '89, Highland Park, IL
Elaine Harwood Klemen 'é4, Chicago, IL
Stephen Knisely '?8, Shiloh, OH
Sharon DeVane Knode '87, Sac Paulo, Brazil
Margaret Milis Kruse '86, Fairfield, CT



Jeffrey Langner '02, Worthington, OH
John Leistler '86, Amman, Jordan
Michael Lewis '79, Forney, TX
John Macdonald '79, Conway, NH
Amy MacDonell '79, Indianapolis, IN
Dr. Jeffrey Masten '86, Chicago, IL
Tracy Mayhew Miller '83, Heath, OH
H. Perry Mixter '78, Greer, SC
Shemry Witman Mumray '72, Pittsburgh, PA
*Bethany Needham, Granville, OH
Meredith Park Needham '78, Granville, OH
Robert V. Palmer '73, Rochester, NY
Michael Pantaleo '82, West Hills, CA
Martha Price Richardson '82, Prospect, KY
Amanda Nethers Riley '03, Newark, OH
Dr. Sarah Enterline Roch *02, Ashland, MA
Gynne Roshon-Larsen '72, Saratoga; CA

Dr. Jack Stopa '03, Brighton, M
Dr. Ann Townsend '85, Granville/ OH
The Rev. Richard K. Wagner '77, St. Louis Park, MN
Karen Cozart Walker '79, Temre Haute, IN
Dr. Shelby Walters, '04, Long Beach, CA
Elizabeth Wright '87, Williamsburg, VA
David Zivan '88, Chicago, IL

*an honorary groupie
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THE DENISON SINGERS:
A Decade Into Retirement

Joseph Haydn The Heavens are teliing

Haydn An Admontition [p. 13]

Mack Wilberg, am. Death shall not desiroy my comfort [p. 21]
Aaron Copland, amr. long Time Ago [p. 31]

Johann Sebastian Bach Lobet den Hermn, aile Heiden [p. 37]
Clifford Davis Prayer of $1. Francis [p. 52]

R. Michael Daugherty Remembering Clocks [p. 60]
Ching-chu Hu O Felon Heart [p. 73]

Michael Fauss ' Wanderers [p. 83]

Orlando Gibbons The Silver Swan [p. 90]

Thomas Morley . Sing we and chant it [p. 93]



QOur schedule, with everything located in Swasey Chapel unless otherwise

noted:

Thursday, June 20
Rehearsal, 7:00-9:00 pm
Afterwards, gathering on an upper floor of Brews, with a cash bar

Friday, June 21
Rehearsal, 10:00 am-noon
Rehearsal, 2:00-4:00
“Picnic™ Supper in The Roost in Slayter, hosted by President Knobel, 6:00 pm
Afterwards, the Talent Cavaicade in Burke Recital Hall

Saturday, June 22
Rehearsal, 10:00 am-noon
Rehearsal, 2:00~-4:00
Banquet in the Welsh Hills Room of the Morgan Building, 6:00 pm

Sunday, June 23
Rehearsal, 10:00-11:30 am
Group Photo, 1:00 pm
Concert, 1:30 pm
Dinner in the Granville inn for anybody who is lingering until Monday, 7:30 pm;
arive beforehand in the Pub at your convenience
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DeATH SHALL NOT DESTROY MY COMFORT

(No. 2 from Four American Folk Hymns)

For SATB Chorus and Piano Four-Hands ,
Melody from The Olive Leaf, 1878
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Prayer of Saint Francis

Cliff Davis
Often attributed to —
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& Written for the 52nd reunion of the Denison Singers
Remembering Clocks
Rob Smith+ R. Michagl Daugherty
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+ from The Immigrant's House by Rob Smith, Drinian Press, © 2012, used by permission
Music copyright © 2013 by R, Michael Daugherty, all rights reserved
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